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FRIENDS OF BRIGHTWOOD PARK 

QUARTERLY MEMBER NEWSLETTER 
September 2021 

 
There is something exciting about fall in Brightwood Park.  Cooler days and nights bring vibrant 
autumn leaves’ colors that reflect brilliantly off the water.  Some migratory birds take flight and others 
take up residence in the park.  Smaller animals go to work storing up acorns for the winter.  We hope 
you can take some time to visit and reflect on the beauty of the changing seasons. 

 

Events Calendar: 
 
September 18   History tour – Rob Lombard shares stories of the former residents of the “Big        

Woods” 
 30  Classes for children ages 2-8:  Trees* 
 
October 3   Tentative date for Green Team Brightwood Park Clean Up day 
 16   History tour- Rob Lombard shares stories of the former residents of the “Big 

Woods” 
21  Classes for children ages 2-8: Picture This:  Leaf Drawing* 
30  Stay tuned:  FOBP is planning a Halloween family event in Brightwood Park!  

 
November 18  Classes for children ages 2-8:  Blow Wind Blow* 
 
December  9  Classes for children ages 2-8:  Let it Snow* 
 
*  Class  Schedule: 

10-10:45 AM 2- 3 year olds with adult 
11-11:45 AM 4 -5 year olds  
3:30-4:30 PM 6 - 8 year olds 
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In the works: 
 

Halloween Family Jack-O-Lantern walk in the woods...  We are working on a Halloween 
family fun event.  Check  and the Westfield Recreation Department website for updates in 
October. 

 
Lanternfly Information Session...  Learn about lanternflies, their life cycle,  their impact on our 
environment, and what action you can take.  We are hoping to arrange this session in November.  
Keep an eye on our website for updates. 

 
Register for these programs at https://secure.rec1.com/NJ/westfield-nj/catalog. 
 
In this issue you will find:  Events Calendar, History Corner, updates from our various committees, 
important lanternfly information, notes from the FOBP President, and information on FOBP 
merchandise! 

 

One and Done Volunteers! 
 
If you share our love of the park but are not ready to make a full commitment, please consider 
volunteering for our One and Done projects.  Email FriendsOfBrightwoodPark@gmail.com. 
 
 

Did you see ... Brightwood’s green heron chicks? 
                 

 
                Photo by Chuan-Chu Chou 

 

https://secure.rec1.com/NJ/westfield-nj/catalog
mailto:FriendsOfBrightwoodPark@gmail.com
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History Corner: 

 

Big Family in the “Big Woods” For 30 Years...  

and the Legacy That Lives On  
 
  Eva and Frank Slaughter – 1061 Fanwood Avenue – 1937-1969 
 
 The story of Eva and Frank Slaughter begins near the turn of the 20th Century in Virginia.  In 

lives that experienced Jim Crow segregation and two World Wars, they persevered.  Like so many of 

their neighbors, the Slaughters made their way north to seek better opportunity and eventually settled 

into the community in the “Big Woods” in Westfield.  There, they raised a family and seeded new 

generations to find their way in a country that still struggles to recognize the value in our diversity. 

Frank Slaughter was born in 1895 in White Hall, Virginia, a rural village a few miles northwest 

of Charlottesville. His father, James, owned a farm there and made his living as a blacksmith. Eva 

Thomas was born in 1900 in Charlottesville, where her father worked as a janitor at the University of 

Virginia. Eva and Frank were married in Richmond, Virginia on April 18, 1918, just two months 

before Frank reported in June for duty to fight in World War I.  In those short months together, Eva 

conceived their first child.  

Frank was assigned to Company H - 802nd Pioneer Infantry Regiment, an African-American 

combat regiment, which trained at Camp Sherman in Ohio and later at Camp Mills in Long Island, 

1918 Photograph of a Company of 802nd  Pioneer Infantry Regiment at Camp Sherman 
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New York under the command of white officers.  Many African Americans who fought in the war 

sought to show their patriotism despite experiencing Jim Crow racism.  These soldiers shared in the  

hope that their service might bring about change.   

Frank’s Regiment departed from Hoboken in September, 2018 bound for England and then 

France, where they were transported to the front for the Meuse-Argonne offensive.  The Meuse-

Argonne offensive was a 47 day long battle involving 1.2 million American soldiers.  It was a deadly 

battle that claimed the lives of 26,277 Americans.  In addition to warfare, the combatants contended 

with the global influenza outbreak commonly referred to as the Spanish flu.   

Frank safely returned with his Regiment to Newport News, Virginia in June, 1919.  While her 

husband had been deployed in battle earlier that year, Eva had given birth to their first child, Eva 

Arline, in Washington, DC.  Over the next decade, they would add to their family having six children 

despite both travelling distances to seek work and returning periodically to their Virginia home. 

In 1920, Frank and his younger brother, Jesse, moved north to Pennsylvania for work as 

laborers at a sheet mill factory.   During this time, they roomed in a boarding house in Farrell, 

Pennsylvania.  Meanwhile, Eva Slaughter lodged in a Philadelphia boarding house to pursue work as 

a domestic but managed to return home to Charlottesville for the births of their sons, - Frank Jr. and 

George.  

  The Pennsylvania millwork experience of brothers Jesse and Frank may have led them to New 

Jersey, where, by 1928, they were both living in Elizabeth and working at the Phelps Dodge copper 

plant on the waterfront. By 1930, the entire Slaughter family of Frank, Eva, and six children were 

reunited in rented living quarters on Lafayette Street, about eight blocks from the industrial area near 

the port.  

In 1937, the Slaughters, now with eight children, moved to 1061 Fanwood Avenue in what 

was then considered the “Big Woods.”  They paid $25 a month rent to Philip Walker, another African-

American from Virginia who had purchased the property in 1928. At the outbreak of WWII, both 

Frank Sr., age 42, and son Frank Jr, age 20, reported to their draft board that they were working at the 

Phelps Dodge plant.  Later in the 1940’s this changed, and Frank described his work as a self-employed 

gardener; while Frank Jr. became a car mechanic.  
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In 1948, the Northern Building and Loan Association of Newark foreclosed on the 1061 

Fanwood Avenue home for non-

payment of the mortgage by 

landlord, Philip Walker.  However, 

the bank allowed the Slaughters to 

continue their tenancy. Eight years 

later, in 1956, Franklin Schoner, 

principal owner of the Northern 

Building and Loan Association, 

sold the property to the Slaughters 

for $4,000.  That year, the Town of 

Westfield acquired 56  properties 

in the “Big Woods” community 

through in rem foreclosures 

(foreclosure due to nonpayment of 

real estate taxes). 

 

Frank and Eva Slaughter celebrated their 50th wedding anniversary in April, 1968, in their 

home at 1061 Fanwood Avenue, surrounded by their 8 children, 16 grandchildren, and 4 great 

grandchildren.  They had faced the ups and downs in life that affect most families who were simply 

trying to find a better place to live and raise their children. After 30 years living on Fanwood Avenue, 

it is fair to say that they had found that place. Even though 

their neighborhood in 1968 lacked the sewers, water 

mains, or paved roads that existed in surrounding 

neighborhoods, they were home owners.  So, it is equally 

likely that their anniversary celebration was muted by the 

knowledge that they would soon have to leave their home 

due to the Town of Westfield’s plans to build a park.  

Several months later Frank died at the Veterans 

Hospital in East Orange at the age of 72.  Eva sold their 

home to the Town in 1969 and moved to Fanwood, where she lived 

until her death in 1976.  Perhaps Frank and Eva’s legacy lies in the 

1964 Photograph of the Slaughter home at 1061 Fanwood 
Avenue 

The remains of the steps to 
1061 Fanwood Avenue 
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untold stories of their descendants: children who became a mechanic, a professional boxer, a career 

navy submariner, a butcher, a truck driver, and grandchildren and great grandchildren who include a 

teacher, a banker, a professor, and a playwright.   

 

History tours 

 
FOBP’s historian, Rob Lombard, brings to life stories from the Big Woods.  In guided tours of the 
park, remnants of homes and the St. Thomas A.M.E. church steps remind us of the mostly African 
American residents who migrated from the south in the early 20th century seeking more opportunity.  
The next tour is scheduled on September 18.  You can sign up through the Westfield Recreation 
Department website:  https://secure.rec1.com/NJ/westfield-nj/catalog 
   
Keep an eye on our social media and web page, FriendsOfBrightwood.org, and the Westfield 
Recreation Department for details and sign up information for future offerings! 
 

Juneteenth Trolley Stop 

 
On June 19, 2021, FOBP welcomed the trolley sponsored by the Martin Luther 
King, Jr. Association of Westfield, NJ for a brief stop in the park.  
 
Rob Lombard was on hand to give a talk about the community that had once 
called the park home. 

 

Education Committee:  
 

Nature Programming for Children 

 

Nature is a tool to get children to experience 
not just the wider world, but themselves.  – 
Stephen Moss 

 

 
FOBP’s Education Committee launched Brightwood Kids Nature Detectives 
over the summer complete with detective kits.    
 
In June, the class focused on clouds and water.  In July the children learned 
mapping skills.   
 
 
 
 
 

This fall, our Nature Detectives classes are inspired by Kim 
Andrews book, Exploring Nature:  Activity Book for Kids. 
 

https://secure.rec1.com/NJ/westfield-nj/catalog
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“[C]lasses will encourage children to draw, create nature crafts and try science experiments.  They will 
learn to use their senses, grow their own plants, identify plants, animals, insects and so much more.”  
The monthly classes will focus on trees, leaves, wind and snow. 

 
FOBP hopes to encourage the children to become naturalists based upon the skills key: 
 
N  Noticing (Look, Listen, Smell and Feel) 
A  Arts & crafts (Draw, Create) 
T  Tracking (Recognize and follow animal signs) 
U  Using caution (Safety skills & respect of environment) 
R  Reasoning (Wonder, think, predict) 
A  Adventuring (Exploration) 
L  Language arts (Journaling, reading) 
I  Identification (Research & identify nature) 
S  Survival (Grow plants & mapping skills) 
T  Tinkering (Collect & build) 
 
       

 Halloween 
 

FOBP is planning a Halloween family event in Brightwood 
Park! Come to the park for a special trail walk; nature and 
Halloween combined to create a fun family trek. 

 

Park Health Committee: 
 
While Brightwood Park is filled with quiet beauty, there are some lurking threats to its future.  
FOBP has been advocating for and working towards protection of the park’s health. 
 
Several key areas of concern include: 

• invasive plants that are on a march across broad sections of the forest understory; 

• dense duckweed cover on the pond that reduces dissolved oxygen levels; and 

• sections of trash from past dumping and more recent littering of items including fishing line 
and hooks that trap and injure wildlife. 

 

Pond 

 
On July 30, 2021 Brightwood’s pond was the scene of a massive fish kill due to low dissolved oxygen 
levels.  We learned that a dense duckweed cover on the pond had inhibited oxygen absorption needed 
to sustain aquatic life.   
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Duckweed is a floating plant that provides food for fish and other 
aquatic life.  However, when lawn fertilizer run-off spills into the 
pond, the duckweed blooms into a dense cover that blocks 
sunlight from reaching submerged aquatic plants that oxygenate 
the water.  As the submerged vegetation dies off, a major source 
of oxygen in the water is eliminated.  This results in low dissolved 
oxygen levels needed to sustain fish life. 

Just prior to the fish kill, the dissolved oxygen level in the pond 
was at a dangerously low 0.6 ppm level.  A healthy aquatic oxygen 
level is 5 to 12 ppm.  Fish will die off at a 0.4 ppm level. 

In order to restore oxygen levels, the duckweed had to be cleared from the surface.  Typically, this is 
done by an herbicide treatment.  When duckweed dies off due to treatment, it causes a reduction in 
the oxygen level that can threaten an already stressed aquatic environment.  However, left untreated, 
the dissolved oxygen levels would be too low to sustain aquatic life for long.   

The town’s pond contractor determined the best course was to partially treat the pond.  Using an 
herbicide that dissipates within one hour along with a surfactant to bond it to the duckweed leaves, 
only half of the pond was treated.  This allowed at least some of the duckweed to be cleared from the 
pond’s surface. 

Sadly, the low oxygen level in the water was insufficient to 
sustain fish life.  A few days later, the oxygen levels began to 
improve.  The last known reading shows that the dissolved 
oxygen level has rebounded to 5 ppm.  This is at the low end 
for a healthy aquatic system, but a positive sign that the level is 
moving in the right direction.  The town has taken action to 
address this issue: 

1. Three of four diffusers have already been replaced, 
and the Department of Public Works is working with 
the pond contractor to replace the fourth that is 
obstructed by a tree limb; 

2. Pond contractors are providing proposals to improve the current aeration system to include 
two additional diffusers; and 

3. The town is considering a pro-active pond contract to ensure that oxygen levels are regularly 
measured and managed. 

[Photos by Chuan-Chu Chou] 

 

Park Clean Ups 

  
Members of FOBP have continued, on a more limited basis, picking up surface trash when in the 
park. The good news is that in each successive effort, we are making progress in eliminating pockets 
of broken glass and other debris.  There is still much more to be done, but the park has improved 
much over the past year. 
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The Green Team is hoping to have a clean-up day on October 3, 2021.  If the Recreation Commission 
approves this date, FOBP members are encouraged to sign up through the town’s website.  For 
updates, please check the Clean Ups page under the “Preserve” menu 
on www.FriendsOfBrightwood.org 
  

Invasive Plants 

  
Over the summer, the Westfield Parks Invasive Plants strike force continued to work on the wisteria,  
knotweed, and ailanthus (tree of heaven) trees.  WPIP was able to free many of the old growth trees 
from hefty wisteria vines.  WPIP also fought a good battle against the knotweed and took down some 
smaller ailanthus trees.  Unfortunately, these plants are extremely resilient.  The knotweed is sprouting 
in thicker bunches, the wisteria is snaking back up some trees, and the ailanthus is sending up some 
new branches from the stumps.  The effort continues; two steps forward and one back. 
 
FOBP is now working to cut down the resurging Knotweed in vast sections of the park.  While 
progress has been made, the problem of the invasive plants will not be easily solved.  It will take years 
to turn the park around with a healthy native understory.  FOBP plans to continue in its advocacy. 
 

Ecology tours for families 

 
Do you want to learn about biodiversity?  Invasive plants?  The 
importance of restoring the balance of nature?  Botanist, Phil Round, 
has given hiking tours in the park to share his knowledge of its flora.  
He explains the significance of native plants to support biodiversity and 
the threats posed by the steady proliferation of invasive plants.  If you 
would like to tour the park, please email us at FriendsOfBrightwood 
Park@gmail.com. 

 
The photographed tree trunk was the victim of a hefty wisteria vine that 
had snaked around it. 

 

Park Infrastructure Committee: 
 
As we previously reported, FOBP has offered to donate an information message center.  The 
Recreation Commission has approved this donation and is waiting for the Department of Public 
Works to select a product.   
 
A durable and lockable display will allow the town to provide park visitors with such 
information as it deems appropriate.  For example, FOBP has suggested the town 
might want to include information on designated trails in the park, highlights of park 
history, and lantern fly alerts.   
 
At the September 13, 2021 Recreation Commission meeting, it approved FOBP’s proposal to create 
small gardens to showcase native plants in different park environments:  shoreline, woodland, and 
meadow.  It is our hope that these gardens will be exemplars for what a restored park would be like 
with native plants flourishing.  The shoreline garden is particularly timely given the recent fish kill.  

https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.friendsofbrightwood.org%2F&data=04%7C01%7C%7C1a674e09812d40ddd3a408d912e0a2dd%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637561578276098701%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=gekjsHQtA%2FCVMBurWD7zITdsjvPBxDPKP1LP4ddjtAQ%3D&reserved=0
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Restoration of shoreline shrubs plays a role in aquatic water health as they absorb nutrients that would 
otherwise run-off into the water. 
 
The town has also inquired about whether FOBP would be interested in funding a sign for the park’s 
entrance.  We are waiting for further information from the town. 

 

Fund-Raising Committee: 
 
Assuming the town approves the projects identified by our Park Infrastructure Committee, FOBP 
will begin fundraising soon.  In particular, FOBP is looking at some potential grant opportunities.  If 
you are interested in helping our fund-raising efforts, please email 
FriendsOfBrightwoodPark@gmail.com.  

 

Lanternfly Alert! 
 
Lanternflies are in Westfield.... and in Brightwood Park.   
 

The state has now declared Union County a quarantine zone.  The town is 
looking into the impact on this designation in terms of resources that might 
be available to combat this intruder.    
          Photo by Kevin Redden 

In the meantime, we can slow the spread:   
 

 
https://www.nj.gov/agriculture/divisions/pi/prog/pests-diseases/spotted-lanternfly/homeowner-
resources/ 
 
FOBP is hoping to offer an informational session of lantern flies to help residents understand the 
lantern fly life cycle, this invasive insect’s impact on our environment, and action that can be taken.  
If you are interested in attending such a session, please email FriendsOfBrightwood.org.  The 
session would be in November. 

 

https://www.nj.gov/agriculture/divisions/pi/prog/pests-diseases/spotted-lanternfly/homeowner-resources/
https://www.nj.gov/agriculture/divisions/pi/prog/pests-diseases/spotted-lanternfly/homeowner-resources/
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Notes From the President: 

 
It has been almost a year since Friends of Brightwood Park came together.  Drawn by a passion for 
this little nature park, we found each other at a time when it seemed that the park needed a voice.  
FOBP has given Brightwood that voice.   
 
It is fitting that this year is the 50th anniversary of Dr. Seuss’ The Lorax.  He was inspired to write that 
book in response to development in his own neighborhood that was taking down trees and threatening 
the environment.  He hoped to spread the message of stewardship of the earth to young children.  
Thinking locally inspired Theodore Geisel to write a book with global appeal. 
 
FOBP has at its core the ideal of thinking globally but acting locally.  We have advocated for and 
worked to protect Brightwood Park as a nature preserve.  In the past year, we have made a difference: 
 

• Our education committee offered programming that welcomed hundreds of families to the 
park for Girl Scout week, Earth Day, pre-school programs and more; 

• Our park health committee removed yards of surface trash from the park and cut down 
invasive plants that had overtaken native plants; and 

• Our historian has brought to life the stories of the mostly African American community that 
once lived in this part of the “Big Woods.”  

 
The town has listened and has decided not to develop new trails that we believe would further threaten 
the ecologically sensitive state of the park.   Instead, the town has expressed a commitment to putting 
the environmental health of Brightwood Park as a number one priority.   
 
Though we have done much in the past year, there is much more to do.  The invasive plants that 
threaten the native understory and canopy will take years of consistent effort to defeat.  The shoreline 
banks need to have native shrubs planted.  The pond’s water quality must be monitored and properly 
aerated.  We must be vigilant to prevent a lanternfly infestation. FOBP will continue to work and to 
advocate to Save The Sanctuary from these threats. 
 
Of course, there is also more to do as we seek to spread a life-long love of nature in our community.  
FOBP is committed to bringing more families to the park and to offering outdoor adventure to the 
children of Westfield.  We are at work developing pre-school classes and other programming. 
 
Lastly, we hope to honor the largely African American community that once called the park home.  
They say that a person lives so long as they are remembered.  By researching, learning and sharing 
their stories, they can live on. 
 
As we move into year two, FOBP hopes to build a strong collaboration with the town to restore 
Brightwood Park and protect this nature preserve.  We encourage you to find sanctuary in the “Big 
Woods” and enjoy passive recreation in keeping with the peacefulness the park offers.  We welcome 
you to join us in our efforts. 
 
Peace, 
Denise Ricci 
President 
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Friends of Brightwood Park Merchandise 

 
Caps and Tees: 
 

FOBP has caps and T-shirts for sale on our website.  To place an order, please visit: 

http://www.friendsofbrightwood.org/shop.html.   
 

 
 

 
Calendars and Note Cards 

 

Calendars are coming soon.  They will feature photographs by FOBP’s talented nature 
photographers who have captured the beauty of the park. Check our “Shop” page on 
FriendsOfBrightwood.org. 
 
We are hoping to offer note cards that display the beauty of nature in Brightwood Park. 
We will update our website when these become available. 
 

Lawn Signs 

 
FOBP’s beautiful green heron lawn signs are back in stock!  If you 
would like a lawn sign, visit our webpage:  
https://www.friendsofbrightwood.org/shop.html#/ 

 
 

http://www.friendsofbrightwood.org/shop.html
https://www.friendsofbrightwood.org/shop.html#/

